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tries in the Soviet Union. The sum of 150,000,000
rubles was spent on it by the government during the
last year.
Officially the industry is labeled civil or commercial
aviation. Every one in the Soviet Union, however,
knows that the feverish construction of airplanes and
dirigibles is intended for "the coming war," which, it
is feared, may come any day.
The industry is carried on under the direct authority
of the Council of Labor and Defence. Moreover, in a
special decree by the Council of People's Commissars,
the Soviet cabinet, the trusts selling construction ma-
terials were ordered to supply the aviation industry
at the same reduced rates paid by Soviet War and
Navy Departments.
The development of the Russian air fleet did not
begin until 1923. Before that, the Bolshevists were
concerned largely with fighting internal and foreign
enemies, and in this they used whatever planes the old
Czarist army had had. The years 1923 and 1924 were
largely experimental. In the two years following, avia-
tion took root in Russia. Beginning with 1928, which
ushered in the Five Year Plan, aviation in the Soviet
Union had a surprising upward swing.
There were 11,971 kilometers of air route in the
Soviet Union in 1928, covering mainly central or Euro*
pean Russia. This was increased to 18,342 in the next
twelve months, and to 26,500 kilometers in 1930.^
1931, the government brought the total to 46,412 kilo-